
Consistent with 
pancreatitis*

Pancreatitis 
possible

Pancreatitis 
unlikely

Pancreatic lipase
Canine ≥ 400 U/L 
Feline ≥ 8.8 U/L

Pancreatic lipase
Canine 201–399 U/L 

Feline 4.5–8.7 U/L

Pancreatic lipase
Canine ≤ 200 U/L 
Feline ≤ 4.4 U/L

Physical examination

Significant clinical signs
(systemic complications, 

general malaise)

Mild clinical signs
(no suspicious history, no predisposing/ 

preexisting conditions or medication)

Intermittent or chronic 
clinical signs

CBC, chemistry profile, 
Catalyst® Pancreatic 

Lipase Test, urinalysis

Supportive 
medical 
therapy 
and diet

Consider 
diagnostic 

workup 
(case dependent)

Diagnostic imaging 
(rule out foreign body and other 
surgical diseases, evaluate for 

changes compatible with pancreatitis 
and indications of other disease)

Catalyst Pancreatic Lipase  
Test algorithm

Clinical signs suggestive of pancreatitis
(hyporexia/anorexia, vomiting, abdominal pain, 
dehydration, hypovolemia, weakness/lethargy)

Signalment and history
(concurrent diseases, current medications, 
predisposed breeds, ingestion of unusual  

food [dog], high-fat diets [dog])+

*If abnormalities are present and suggestive of another disease, the pancreas is also likely involved but not the sole cause of the clinical signs (foreign body, kidney, liver, endocrine).

+



†Clinical signs of pancreatitis may be vague and nonspecific, especially with chronic pancreatitis.  
‡Approximately 3X above the reference interval.
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Perform the Catalyst® Pancreatic Lipase Test if 
clinical signs† of pancreatitis are present or 

if lipase on chem 17 profile is substantially elevated‡

If not performed previously: 
abdominal imaging and CBC, chemistry profile, and urinalysis 

Consider presence of extrapancreatic disease 
as cause of clinical signs

(foreign body, enteropathy, acute kidney injury [AKI], 
hepatopathy, hypoperfusion, thrombus)

Consider rechecking with the 
Catalyst Pancreatic Lipase Test: 

 + In 2–3 weeks 
 + If clinical signs worsen

Pancreatic lipase
Canine ≥ 400 U/L 
Feline ≥ 8.8 U/L

Pancreatic lipase
Canine ≤ 200 U/L 
Feline ≤ 4.4 U/L

Pancreatic lipase
Canine 201–399 U/L 

Feline 4.5–8.7 U/L

No other overt disease—
pancreatitis very likely as 

cause of clinical signs

Evidence of other disease 
present/secondary pancreatic 

inflammation/injury likely 
present—recheck with Catalyst 

Pancreatic Lipase Test after primary 
disease resolves

Pancreatic inflammation/injury 
is present

 + Consider other causes for clinical signs
 + In cases of chronic pancreatitis elevation of 

pancreatic lipase can be intermittent

Interpreting a Catalyst Pancreatic  
Lipase Test result


